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he fundamental
principle of the
Juche philosophy is
that humankind is
the master of its own
destiny. For Juche
philosophers, this

fundamental principle of the Juche
philosophy is scientifically produced
on the basis of a novel
understanding of humanity.
Therefore, in order to have a deeper
understanding about this
fundamental principle of the Juche
philosophy, it is important to have
an understanding of humankind as
clarified by the Juche idea.

Historically, the question of what
kind of being humanity is, and what
essential features, qualities, and
characteristics we have, has been
the driving question of philosophy
since the beginning of philosophical
thinking. Philo of Alexandria, an
ancient Roman philosopher, argued
that there were, in his time, a full
208 unique views of humanity.
From the Juche lens, philosophical
perspectives from the ancient
slaveholder societies—from
theorists such as Democritus,
Socrates, Plato, Aristotle,
Augustinus, Thomas Aquinas—
from the renaissance period, and
from the German philosophers such
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as Kant, Schilling, Hegel—as well as
the various philosophcial
controversies that have taken place
throughout the many centuries—
simply could not give the correct
view.

ONE OF THE MAIN reasons for
this is that the previous
philosophers tried to discover the
essence of humanity by regarding
them as either a simple material
being or as a spiritual being,
focusing on the question through a
lens of relationship between matter
and consciousness. Another reason
is that the essential features of
mankind were distorted to suit the

taste and class interests of the
reactionary exploiting classes, then
used to justify exploitative societies.
The question of humanity’s essence
is, at root, a socio-political question
that reflects the class interests of
philosophers, and is not a simple
academic question.

IT WAS MARXISM which clarified
humanity's place as a social being,
for the first time claiming that,
“man is, in essence, a totality of
social relations” against the
unscientific and reactionary
viewpoint which regarded humanity
as either a simple biological being
or an idealized spiritual being.

"In their day, Marx,
Engels, Lenin, and Stalin
represented the aspirations
and demands of the
exploited working masses,
and the cause of socialism
was inseparably linked
with their names."

https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Engels
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Lenin
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Stalin
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Marxism considered, with the term
social being, the material conditions
of human activity and the extant
mode of production, attaching a
decisive significance to them. Thus
Marxism explained that humanity is
a being defined by the social
relations, but it failed to explain
what the essential features of
humanity are; or, in other words,
the features which are unique to
humanity and not found in any
other material beings known.

THE JUCHE IDEA raised the issue of
essential feautres as an important
philosophical task, in an attempt to
explain the essential features of
humanity and to both explore and
provide, for Marxism, the most
scientific and accurate answer to
this question—and, thus, to
establish a thorough revolutionary
philosophical understanding of
humanity.

GENERAL SECRETARY Kim Jong Il
observed that:

“Considering mankind in social
relations, the Juche idea cast a new
light on their essential features. It
expounded that mankind is a social
being with independence, creativity
and consciousness, and thus gave a
scientific philosophical elucidation
of humanity.”

THE TERM SOCIAL BEING is used
in the Juche philosophy for two
purposes:

1. It is used as a foundational
concept which enables
Marxism to find the essential
features of mankind as
fundamentally differentiated
from all other material beings

2. It is regarded as the starting
point of philosophical and
socio-political inquiry of
humanity itself

As a biological organism—with both
natural and biological attributes,
according to biological law—
humans are born, grow and die. If
this process is absolutized, and one
regards humanity as a simple
natural or biological being, one can
fall into the incorrect view of trying
to find the essential features of
humanity in only natural or
biological attributes, considering
our attributes as merely the
reductive development of biology. It
is true that humans, as biological
organisms, have natural and
biological attributes commensurate
with, and related to their
organismic nature; but the essential
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features of humanity—those which
separate us from all other known
material beings—are not to be found
there.

WHAT IS ESSENTIAL and
important for humanity lies within
its social aspect. Therefore, only
when one starts from the fact that
humanity is a social being, is it
possible to correctly identify the
essential attributes of humanity, in
the philosophical consideration of
man. General Secretary Kim Jong Il
noted that:

“Humanity is a social
being. This implies that
they are a being who live
in a social relationship.
This term is used to
distinguish humanity from
a natural being (i.e.
animals).”

When, in Juche, humanity is
referred to as a social being, this
means a being who both lives and
conducts activity in social
relationships and settings
differently from other beings—in a
distinctly human way. Humanity’s
life and activity are possible only in

the social collective organically
linked on the basis of certain social
relations. Marx himself noted that,
"The animal is immediately one
with its life activity. It is not distinct
from that activity; it is that activity.
Man makes his life activity itself an
object of his will and
consciousness."

THERE CANNOT BE a human who
lives outside of social relations. All
of our activity is bound to the
species as a whole, and to the ways
in which the species produces and
reproduces its mode of existence.
That humanity lives and conducts
its activity inside the social
collective and within social
relationships is peculiar. Yet, there
are animals such as ants and bees
which exist in groups according to
certain orders, building nests jointly
and procuring food. However, for
our purposes, there is a qualitative
difference between the animals’
mode of group-life, based upon
orders and relations, and the
peculiar mode of existence of
humanity, who forms and lives
through social relations. In so many
words, here Juche distinguishes
between the unique form of human
social organization, and the social
organizations of other beings.
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TO TAKE ONE example of this,
monkeys and chimpanzees maintain
their unique voice and walking
manner even though they live apart
from their groups after their birth.
This suggests the idea that the mode
of existence, or mode of activity, of
these animals are defined not by
their social group relations but by
instinct based on genetic
information. Thus, monkeys and
chimpanzees are monkeys and
chimpanzees from their birth. But,
the case is quite different for
humanity. If humans grow apart
from social relations, they struggle
to walk upright, to speak, and so
forth. In other words, a human can
not be said to be truly human by
their biological birth alone. Only
when humans form social
relationships and live as social
beings will they be able to progress
and develop as the bulk of humanity
does. For the existence and
development of humanity as a
species, social relations become
indispensable and permanent
conditions: herein lies the essential
meaning of the notion that
humanity exists, at root, as a social
being.

HOWEVER, WHEN HUMANITY is
referred to as a social being in Juche
philosophy, some positions should
first be made clear.

FOR JUCHE, in human society,
there exist notions of social wealth
and social relations. Social wealth
and social relations belong to
society, they do not belong
specifically to nature. In the Marxist
definition of humanity as a totality
of social relations, social wealth and
social relations are included in the
definition of social being, but not so
in the definition of humanity as a
social being by Juche.

FROM THE VIEWPOINT of Juche
philosophy, social wealth and social
relations are created by humanity,
the social being. Just as creator and
creation can not be the same, social
wealth and social relations can
never be the same as mankind, the
social being; only a product. If
social wealth and social relations as
created by humanity are regarded as
a social beings themselves, then the
essential differences between
humanity and these products
become obscured or abstracted. So,
in Juche, only humanity can be the
social being—a being who creates
and enjoys social wealth in social
relations.

IT IS IMPORTANT to clarify the
differences between the concept of
social being in the Juche philosophy
and in Marxist theory. As noted at
the beginning of this essay, the early
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Marxist classics criticized both the
mystical-idealistic view of humanity
and the biological-reductive view,
defining the essence of humanity as
a “totality of social relations.” This
was the first historical recognition
of humanity qua social being, and
thus was a great advance in
humanity's philosophical
understanding of itself.

BUT THE CONCEPT of social being
used by Marxism equates to the
material conditions of social life;
the economic relations as
distinguished from social
consciousness. Of course Marxism
considers humanity as a component
element of extant productive forces
and as part of the totality of social
relations, so for Marxism humanity
is also included in the concept of
social being. But, from the
perspective of Juche, Marxism does
not qualify the notion of social
being with the unique focus on
essential features. With Marxism's
conceptualization of social being, it
is possible to clarify that humanity
is indeed a social being defined by
social relations and its extant mode
of production, but here Juche holds
that it would be impossible to clarify
that humanity forms and develops
social relations independently of the
relations of production. Recognizing
that humanity is thus restricted and

influenced by social relations alone,
the Juche philosophy worked to
clarify that to be a social being
means that one is both influenced
by and influences its own society;
that is, that social beingness is a
basic and essential feature that
humanity forms, developing social
relations purposefully and
consciously; thus clarifying the
genuine meaning of what Marxism
originally posited as the concept of
social being.
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"It is high time that Communists should openly,
in the face of the whole world, publish their
views, their aims, their tendencies [...] The
Communists disdain to conceal their views and
aims. They openly declare that their ends can be
attained only by the forcible overthrow of all
existing social conditions. Let the ruling classes
tremble at a Communistic revolution. The
proletarians have nothing to lose but their
chains. They have a world to win."

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels
Communist Manifesto, 1848


