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Communist Publishing in an
Era of Uncertainty:

An Introduction to the Third Issue of
Peace, Land, and Bread

Editorial Board

oday, while the neoliberal state
and the capitalist class remain
infatuated with the hourly con-
vulsions of obscure financial
statistics, the tables and graphs

produced by epidemiologists
seem to tell an unrelated story—

one both more clear and more devastating. Capital
alone offers no salvation for the ravages of an uncon-
trolled pandemic. The dual logics of profit and accu-
mulation are directly opposed to epidemiology, to
virology, and to public health. And, as we are now
able to juxtapose the pandemic impacts in the Unit-
ed States against those of the socialist states—
against the examples provided by China, Vietnam,
and others—we are able to see most clearly what has
been true all along: that the neoliberal state and the
capitalist class care nothing for the lives of the public.
Profit and accumulation, rested atop a pile of corpses,
are their only motivation. Capitalism has utterly
failed public health and well-being.

We are witnessing today what occurs when the ne-
oliberal state comes up against a problem unteth-
ered from the logic of the market, and we are suffer-
ing all the more for it. Amidst the pandemic, amidst
political upset, and amidst social uncertainty, capi-
tal accumulation continues both unabated and un-
fettered, concentrating the sum total of an unimag-
inable wealth into ever fewer hands.

As the domestic politics of the empire descend into
an ever greater absurdity, things like systematized
racism, electoral uncertainty, and a complete dis-
mantlementofpublic trust inthe institutionsofgov-

ernment work to create a maelstrom of friction. The
empire itself sits upon the precipice of catastrophe,
and still the needs of the working class remain un-
heeded. As the imperial state itself is contested
among warring factions of the capitalist class, the
needsoftheworkingpoorareincreasinglyneglected
—the great masses left alone with no social sureties
amidst death, illness, houselessness, and unemploy-
ment. We are left with a barrier, one we know all too
well by now, between separated worlds: the world of
capital on one hand and the world of life itself on the
other.

For those of us who try as we might to live our daily
lives in the latter world, we are forced to face the pal-
pable consequences of the whole capitalist system
bearing incessantly upon us, intensifying by the
hour: unemployment and underemployment, lack
of or poor quality healthcare, unsafe working condi-
tions, looming and ever increasing rents, stagnated
wages, loss of social benefits, hunger and homeless-
ness, state violence (both threatened and actual),
sanctions and coups, and increasing social frictions
grounded in a racism as old as capitalism itself.

At this juncture, we are faced with such inhumanity
that we would do well to recall Gramsci’s maxim:
“Pessimism of the intellect, optimism of the will.”
Amidst a disputed election, we know that neither
US presidential candidate will change these first na-
ture facts, nor will we find our saviors in the ruling
classes of Western and Northern Europe. It is the
responsibility of revolutionaries everywhere—
thosebothwithinandoutsideof the imperialcore—
to provide not just a clear view of the catastrophe we
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face, but to guide society toward a just solution, to
provide a diagnosis, and the hope for a cure. We are
pessimistic because we see the vast martial and ideo-
logical arsenal of the ruling class; optimistic because
we know it is the will of the masses that shapes histo-
ry.

As Evo Morales relates in the introduction to Vijay
Prashad’s Washington Bullets, “It is likely that the
world that will emerge from the convulsions of 2020
will not be the one that we used to know. Everyday,
weareremindedoftheneedtocontinueourstruggle
against imperialism, against capitalism, and against
colonialism. We must work together towards a
world in which greater respect for the people and for
MotherEarthispossible.”1 It is inthisspiritwehope
that the third issue of Peace, Land, and Bread makes
a lively contribution to the growing literature of rev-
olutionary theory with which we confront—and
construct—this coming world.

Opening the issue, Taylor Genovese argues for a
compelling reimagining of a communist morality
with which to confront the new world. On page XX,
Christian Noakes provides a poignant and striking
account of dispossession, displacement, and com-
munity development; and on page XX, Sam Parry
argues strongly for that we view the modern Euro-
pean Union as a new era in European imperialism,
rather than a salvific force for global reparation. Our
poetry and arts section, Poiesis and Physis, is the
biggest it has ever been with over thirty pages of rev-
olutionary art, writing, and poetry. And, as we con-
tinue to establish our journal as the leading voice of
critical scholarship in the Marxist-Leninist tradi-
tion, we promise to ensure that revolutionary arts
will always have a place alongside revolutionary
scholarship.

On page 99, Amal Samaha pays brilliant tribute to
the late David Graeber with an innovative and
groundbreaking synthesis of Graeber’s own writing
with the work of Jürgen Habermas and Zak Cope in
Innovators, Bullshitters, or Aristocrats: Towards an
Explanation of Unproductive Work. Following
Samaha, Lucas Huang writes a brilliant, must-read
treatise on the intersection of idol culture and capi-
tal in Idol Empire: East Asia’s Pop-Music Industry
and the Conquest of Creativity. And in our newest
section, Litteratura Comunista, we present three
masterfully written articles on the intersection of
musical theory, literary analysis, film studies, and

Marxism by Jackson Albert Mann, Mark LaRubio,
and Sérgio Dias Branco; as well as a poignant review
of renowned critical theorist Mackenzie Wark’s
newest book, Sensoria: Thinkers for the Twentieth
Century.

Inourbiggesthistorysectionyet,ThingsBefore:His-
tory and Materialism, we bring you articles by Joe
Dwyer, John Forte, and our editor Ben Stahnke, as
well as critical articles by Uma Arruga, and Donald
Courter. In short, this issue of Peace, Land, and
Bread is nothing short of Herculean. At almost 300
pages, issue three is our biggest issue yet.

We on the editorial staff bring you PLB as a labor of
love. As committed scholars and activists, Peace,
Land, and Bread is part of our contribution to the
great and lengthy history of revolutionary writing in
the era of capital; it sits in concert with several hun-
dred years of revolutionary publishing—publishing
which has often been outlawed, and has seen editors
and authors exiled, killed, or driven underground.
WebringyouPeace, Land, and Bread inthisspirit: in
the spirit of writing and research amidst dark times,
ofradicalscholarshipinthefaceofempire,andinthe
spirit of both pessimism and hope—pessimism that
what we now face upon the eve of what might be the
most troubling winter in a hundred years is nothing
short of historic, and optimism that, as communists
andasradicals,weshallpersevereaswealwayshave:
through community, camaraderie, and connection
—and overall with solidarity.

Marx famously wrote that revolutions are the loco-
motives of history. We continue to walk the tracks
placed before us—laying down our own tracks upon
which the next generations will build ever farther—
with Marxism-Leninism as our guiding light, as the
scienceonwhichwegroundourrevolutionarywork,
our community, and our hope.

ENDNOTES

1. Morales, Evo. "Introduction to Washington Bul-
lets," byVijayPrashad.Washington Bullets.Monthly
Review Press, p. 11, 2020.
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